Connress of the United States

Washmngton, DE 20515

July 18,2012

President Barack Obama
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

We write to thank you and express our appreciation for your recent decision to grant "deferred
action,” protection from deportation, and work permits to certain young people who call the
United States home and who are not an enforcement priority for the Department of Homeland
Security (DHS).

We welcome the opportunity to ensure that our constituents who fit the criteria for relief are
among the estimated 800,000 individuals whose lives will forever be changed as a result of your
leadership. DREAMers coming forward to apply will mark a new chapter, but not the last
chapter, in a long struggle for inclusion in society. The new policy represents an important down
payment toward achieving broader reforms in the future.

The implications of your policy are already reverberating well beyond those who are potentially
eligible for deferred action. With this announcement, you have changed the public discourse
about immigration and immigrants, and our communities are now excited and hopeful. Even
those who attack immigrants for political purposes are second guessing their negative posture
toward the young immigrants you are protecting. You have opened the door to reform, and
people of all political stripes recognize that change is coming and is inevitable.

We recognize that there are those who will want to take the power of discretion away from you
and the Executive branch. Like you, we agree that you are on solid moral and legal ground and
we will do everything within our power to defend your actions and the authority that you, like
past Presidents, can exercise to set enforcement priorities and better protect our neighborhoods
and our nation.

Despite this vital reprieve for a deserving group of promising individuals, we also understand
that it does not diminish the need for a permanent solution and comprehensive immigration
reform. Mr. President, we stand committed to fixing the broken immigration system once and
for all, and we are ready to fight for a permanent solution that benefits all children and families,
the economy, our national security and our nation.
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We thank you again for your actions on behalf of DREAMers. We stand ready to work with you
to ensure the policy’s success and to use it as a stepping stone for broader relief and future
legislative action.

Sincerely,
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