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It's a relief to get out of heels after a day walking the marble floors of Congress — P 36

Wary of taking a tough vote on
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large deficits in an election year,
House Democrats are waiting
for the Senate to act before de-
ciding on the way forward on a
budget resolution. P 8

Cristupdate
The NRSC now believes there’s
“zero chance” Florida Gov.
Charlie Crist will stay in the
GOP Senate primary and is call-
ing on his supporters to urge
himto drop outoftherace.P 26

‘Aclearviolation®’

An ethics watchdog group is
preparing to file a complaint
against a major donor to Sen.
David Vitter’s (R-La.) campaign.
CAMPAIGN, P 24

Rep. Levin: No VAT

A value-added tax isn’t on the
agenda and could:be a “goner”
by next week, the House Ways
and Means Committee chair-
man said Monday.P 22

Dasvidanya, USSR

Score one for website-scrub-
bing. Gone (but not forgotten)
this week are two congressional
webpages that prompted snick-
ers on Capitol Hill just a few
days ago — one for mistaking
modern-day Russia for the Sovi-
etUnion.IN THE KNOW, P 36

‘Daybyday’

For his birthday, U.S. Capitol
Police Special Agent Eric Hoar
has a simple request: continued
support from Capitol Hill as he
recovers from an accident that
has changed hislife. P 33

Misreading the mood

“The liberal analysis of Tea Party
attendees continues,” writes
David Keene, “but one gets the im-
pression that all the analysts want
to do is reassure themselves and
their friends of their own intellec-
tualand moral superiority.”P 31

records onFort Hood

LAWMAKER AT ODDS WITH PRESIDENT

Rep. Luis Gutierrez (D-1Il) talks in his Capitol Hill office fo reporters and editors of The Hill.

GREG NASH

Dem to Obama: Push immigration
or I’]l tell Latmo voters to stayhome

By Russ eH B erndn
PegloblumGe s en

A congressman from the presi-
dent’s home stateis threatening
that he will urge Latino voters to
stay home this Novemberif the
Democratic Party does not make
a concerted effort to pass com-
prehensive immigration reform.

Rep. Luis Gutierrez (I1L.) is ar-
guably President Barack Oba-
ma’s biggest Democratic critic
in Congress. And he’s not fond
of Obama’s top advisers at the
‘White House, either.

The Congressional Hispanic
Caucus (CHC) member has
strongly criticized the adminis-
tration’s policy on deportation
and questioned its commitment

tofar-reaching reform.

Some Democrats have felt lit-
tle urgencyin pursuing the con-
troversial issue, partlybecause
they see no risk that Hispanic
voters will bolt the party for the
GOP. But Gutierrez says they

are missing the real political.

consequence of inaction.
“We can stay home,” Gutierrez
SEE GUTIERREZ PAGE 14

Gates and Holder
stonewalling cited
by formerveep pick

By J Tqvlor Rushing
and Roxana Tiron

Sen. Joe Lieberman (I-Conn.)
on Monday issued the first con-
gressional subpoena of the Oba-
ma administration. 2

It’s rare for Congress to sub-
poena an administration con-
trolled by the same party and, in
doing so, Lieberman followed
through on a threat he made last
week. The senator, an Indepen-
dentwho caucuses with Democ-
rats, has increasingly become a
thorn in the side of the adminis-
tration.

He has accused the adminis-
tration of stalling a congression-
al probe into the November
shootings at Fort Hood, Texas,
saying the departments of De-
fense and Justice have turned
down four requests for docu-
ments over the course of five
months.

Last week Lieberman said he
would take the White House to
court over the issue of whether
to share information about the
murders, allegedly committed
by Maj. Nidal Hasan.

SEE LIEBERMAN PAGE 10

Dems dealt
setback on
Wall St. bill

By Alexander Bolton
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GOP sponsors elude campaign finance bill

B‘; Susau Cmbtree

Senate Democrats have been
unable to find a GOP co-spon-
sor of highly anticipated cam-
paign finance reform legisla-
tion, delaying the rollout of a
measure aimed at counteract-
ing alandmark Supreme Court

ruling,

Rep. Chris Van Hollen (D-
Md.) and Sen. Charles Schumer
(D-N.Y.) had expected to unveil
theirlegislation with bipartisan
support by the end oflast week,
with a goal of delivering a bill to
President Barack Obama’s desk
by July 4 so that it would have
an immediate impact in this

year’s elections.

That timeframe is in doubt,
and the lack of GOP support
could prevent passage of legis-
lation through either chamber
by Memorial Day.

Democrats nowhope to unveil
legislation this week, and the
party is in an internal debate
SEE CITIZENS PAGE 10

and Michael O’Brien

Sen. Susan Collins (R-Maine)
emerged from a meeting with
Treasury Secretary Tim Geithn-
eron Monday to announce she
would join a GOP filibuster of
Wall Streetreform.

The decision delivers a signifi-
cant blow to Democrats, who
had seen Collins as one of the
most likely GOP votes in favor
of afinancial overhaul bill, and
SEE WALL STREET PAGE 12
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GUTIERREZ FROM PAGE 1

said in an interview with The
Hill. “We can say, ‘You know
what? There is a third option:
‘We canrefuse to participate.””
For Gutierrez, a former cab
driver first elected to represent
Chicago in 1992, the shift from
. close Obama ally to ornery critic
has been stark. The lawmaker
- was one of the former Illinois
| senator’s earliest campaign sup-
| porters, and — as Gutierrez is
quick to note — he stuck by Oba-
ma even as many Hispaniclead-
ers rallied around Hiltary Rod-
ham Clinton in the 2008 Demo-
cratic presidential primary.

When Gutierrez talks about his
old Chicago neighbor, he speaks
of *anger, disillusionment, dis-
satisfaction” and “betrayal.” He
says Obama has failed to keep
his campaign commitment to
immigration reform, and he de-
cries what he calls an “enforce-
ment-only” policy in which the
administration has deported
more undocumented immi-
grants than in the final year of
the George W. Bush administra-
tion.

Gutierrez says Latinos have
lost patience with Obama, and
he predicts an “escalation” of ac-
tivism aimed at forcing immi-
gration reform to the fore'of the
partyagenda.

“We're going to make it un-
comfortable for the Democratic
Party,” Gutierrez said, adding
that immigration advocates

_ would step up the pressure by
drawinglessons from the move-
ments for civil rights and wom-
en’s suffrage. “There’ll probably
be civil disobedience. There will
probably be anumber of differ-
ent actions. What we have to do
is we have to break through this
wall of silence, because we’re in-
visible.”

Gutierrez is not alone. Rep.
Xavier Becerra (D-Calif.), aCHC
member who serves in the De-
mocraticleadership, said earlier
this month that Latinos view the
president with “suspicion” for
failing to meet expectations.

Firing salvos is nothing new for
Gutierrez, a lawmaker known

_ for his singular and strident ad-
vocacy of the immigration
cause. In 2008, he compared
Border Patrol agents to the
“Gestapo.” More recently, he
made a high-profile threat to
vote against the healthcare
overhaul at its most critical

stage.
Fewin Washingtonbelieved he
- would vote no, but Gutierrez

managed to Wrangle a White :

GREG NASH

ma’s statement relteratl_ng lus
support for comprehensive im-
migration reform “wasn’t the
mostenthusiastic pressrelease.”

“It'sincremental,” he said. “Be-
fore yourun, youwalk.

Among his grievances with
Obamais the president’s shift in
rhetoric. When Obama cam-

‘paigned, Gutierrez said, he used

the phrase “undocumented
workers.” When he addressed
Congress on healthcare last Sep-
tember, the president referred to
“illegal immigrants” in insisting
that they would not be covered
under the administration’s plan.
“You went from ahumanizing
definition of the communitytoa

criminalizing definition of the |

community,” Gutierrez said.

The final straw for immigra-
tion advocates came in January,
the outspoken legislator said,
when Obama barely mentioned
the issue in his State of the
Union address.

“He said it with so little enthu-
siasm, and so little commit-

ment, that they didn’t believe

him,” Gutierrez said, drawing a
direct line between that speech
and alarge raﬂy ofimmigration
advocates in Washington last

. month that hap-
pened to coincide

“WE'RE GOING TO MAKE with the final House
IT UNCOMFORTABLE FOR Vﬂ;?;:‘?gﬂglgirgér_
THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY. e

House meetmg and a public
nudge from Obama in support of
the comprehensive immigration
blueprint being developed by
Sens. Charles Schumer (D-N.Y.)
and Lindsey Graham (R-8.C.).
“Would we have liked him to
have done more? Yes,” Gutierrez
said, acknowledging that Oba-

------- « ing it was to our
sense of hope and our sense of
commitment of this president,”
he said.

Gutierrez, who has not faced a
serious electoral challenge since
his first term, said he doesn’t
lambaste the administration be-
causehelikes to, &

“It's very hard. I don’t wantyou

to t!unkthatn’sea_sy,- he said. “T
don’t want to pile on. It's just
he’s got to get this done.”

Gutierrez noted that Obama
initially promised on the cam-
paign trail that he would pursue
immigration reform in 2009,
then backtracked. And he vows
he will hold the president ac-
countable,

He said, “I meet women who
are being raped by their employ-
ers. I meet children who the gov-
ernment has come early in the
morning and taken their dads. T

meet someone dying from can-.

cer, an American citizen, who
says ... ‘Luis, can I die knowing
that the mother of my children
is goingto raise [them|? I can’t
give him that, because there’s

nothingin the law.”
Despite his criticism of Obama,

* Gutierrez said he is more opti-

mistic about the chances for
progress onimmigration.
The president transformed

from “Professor Barack Obama”

to “Lyndon Johnson Barack
Obama” during the healthcare
debate, he said.

Gutierrez noted a number of
positive gestures from the White
House, including an invitation
for him to attend a bill-signing
for a jobs measure that, he said,
“Thadnothing todowith.”

“Idon’t thinkTeven co-spon-
sored it, Why did they invite
me?” Gutierrez wondered, be-
fore answering his own ques-
tion. “After he signed the bill,
[Obama] came up to me, he said,
‘Hey Luis, I appreciate your sup-
port. We're going to work on
comprehensive immigration re-
form.”

Gutierrez also pointed to re-
cent comments by Michelle
Obama extolling the contribu-

tions of 1mm1grants in the U.S.
The firstlady on Sunday said im-
migration reform was “still on
the top” of the Obama agenda,

When it comes to alegislative
and political path to enacting
immigration reformin an elec-
tion year, Gutierrezisless spe-
cific. He grudgingly accepts the
consensus opinion that the leg-
islation must start in the Senate,
but he makes sure to point out
that even there, immigration
gets short shrift.

“Every other basic fundamen-
tal issue we startin the House,”
he said.

The broader journey for a bill
that will create apath to citizen-
ship for the nation’s 12 million
undocumented immigrants has

‘been years in the making.

Gutierrez was alead co-sponsor,
along with Sens. Edward
Kennedy (D-Mass.) and John

McCain (R-Ariz.) and Rep. Jeff -

Flake (R-Ariz.), of the sweeping
bill that passed the Senate in
2006 before stalling amid a con-
servative revolt in 2007. He
nearly quit the House after the
effort failed in 2007, but he
changed his mind and decided to
stay and pursue what has be-
come the cause of his career.

“This has kept me in Con-
gress,” the 56-year-old lawmak-
ersaid.

The House Democrat isnot shy
in blasting Obama’s closest ad-
visers. Asserting that he is not
culpable for what the adminis-
tration does or does not do,
Gutierrez said, “I'm not at the
‘White House. Rahm [Emanuel]
is there. [David] Axelrod’s there.
And I don’t know that they're
giving him the best advice.”

Gutierrez scoffs when -it is
pointed out that Obama nomi-

‘nated the first Latina to the

Supreme Court and pushed for
immigration reform-friendly
provisions in the 2009 chil-
dren’shealthcare insurance law.

“We're supposed to applaud
because they did the right thing?
Because they finally acted as De-
mocrats? So big deal. What did
they do that was so extraordi-
nary? Oh, a Latina’s on the
Supreme Court? About time!”

The White House did not com-
mentfor thisarticle.

Gutierrez's allies in Congress
say the congressman’s outbursts
haveapurpose.

“There’s a difference between
being an enemy and a forceful
advocate,” Rep. Yvette Clarke
(D-N.Y.) said, referring to
Gutierrez’s criticism of Obama. |

Part of his role'as aleader on im-

migration, Clarke said, was to
make sure there’s aspotlight on
theissue.

“He’s a pretty smart pol,” said
Rep. Joseph Crowley (D-N.Y.),a
leader on immigration in the
Irish-American  community.
Crowley said Gutierrez’s credi-
bility stems from his ability to
build unlikely coalitions on im-
migration and because he is well-
likedin the Democratic Caucus.

As for Obama, lawmakers are
quick to note arelationship be-
tween the two men that goes
back years. “Luis is very strate-

-gic and he's very smart, and so is

the president,” Rep. _Mike Hon-

* da(D-Calif)) said.

Gutierrez, Honda sald “holds
no animosity. The heat is about
the issue. It's not about person-
alities.”

[Avideo of The Hil's interviewwith
Guttierez can be viewed at the-
hil.com]



