Immigration's August 18, 2011 Announcement: What does it mean for me and my family?

· If you are currently facing deportation, have no criminal record and have strong ties to the United States, the new guidelines may prevent you from being deported.
· However, there is NO "amnesty" and NO new work or legalization program to sign up for. 
· If you are facing deportation, you need to seek advice from a trustworthy community-based organization that provides legal services or from a qualified immigration attorney.

· DO NOT seek legal advice from a "notario" or immigration consultant.  They cannot prevent your deportation and they cannot sign you up for a work permit or immigration benefits.

· There is NO “safe” way to turn yourself in to immigration and there is NO guarantee that your deportation can be stopped.  ANY person who comes into contact with immigration authorities may be arrested, detained or even deported.

Background
The Department of Homeland Security (DHS, "Immigration"), announced on August 18th that it will be making changes to how they prioritize individuals for deportation.  Individuals who have committed no crimes and have strong ties to the U.S. will be less likely to be deported.
Individuals who are veterans, long-time green card holders, minors and elderly individuals, individuals brought to the U.S. as children, pregnant and nursing women, victims of domestic abuse and other serious crimes, spouses of U.S. citizens and legal residents, including LGBT spouses, and others with strong ties to the U.S. will be considered "low priority" for deportation. 

Those who are determined to be "low priority" will have their deportations stopped and will get notice from DHS that their case has been "administratively closed.” 
Those whose cases are administratively closed may apply for a work permit.  Decisions about work permits will be made on a case-by-case basis and are not guaranteed.
Those who come into contact with DHS in the future through an enforcement action are supposed to have their cases assessed, and if identified as "low-priority," be spared deportation and allowed to remain in the U.S.

Please note that individuals who are a threat to national security, have committed crimes, are gang members, or have a record of repeated immigration violations will be considered "high-priority" for deportation.  A result of the announcement, therefore, will also be that DHS will be spending more time and effort to deport "high-priority" individuals.
Resources
Community-Based Organizations to contact for assistance
Catholic Charities


(312) 427-7078

Chicago Legal Clinic


(773) 731-1762

Legal Assistance Foundation

(312) 341-9617

National Immigrant Justice Center 
(312) 660-1370

Familia Latina Unida


(773) 847-7282
To find a private immigration attorney (who will charge fees)
· On-line tool (http://www.justice.gov/eoir/legalrepresentation.htm) to find legal representation (at the Department of Justice's Executive Office for Immigration Review (EOIR)) 

· AILA lawyer on-line referral service, (http://www.ailalawyer.com)

DREAMers

Free and special assistance for DREAM-eligible individuals:  DREAM-eligible individuals can request assistance in one of two places, here (http://www.endourpain.com/submitcase/) or here (http://www.e4fc.org/legalservices/clientintakeform.html), BUT NOT BOTH. 
LGBTQ immigrants, their families and HIV-positive immigrants

Lesbian and gay bi-national couples, and all lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and HIV-positive immigrants and their families should go to www.immigrationequality.org  and fill in the intake form via the link "Contact us" under "Need Help?" on the bottom left of the home page.

Avoid scams

For more information about avoiding immigration scams go to:  http://www.justice.gov/eoir/UPILFlyer06222011.pdf or www.StopNotarioFraud.org
